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29th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. Eve of the Nativity 

of Christ. 
 

 Eve of the Nativity of Christ . Sunday before the Nativity. Nun-martyr Eugenia of 

Rome, and with her Martyrs Philip, her father, Protus, Hyacinth, Basilla, and Claudia 

(ca. 262). Ven. Nicholas the Monk, of Bulgaria (9th c.).  
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Sunday, December 24, 2017 

No doubt about it! 

Witnessing  ancient 

Christianity in the 

modern world since 

1994. 

This week’s bulletin: 

Liturgical Music 

Epistle & Gospel   

2-3 

Welcome! 

Announcements

4 

Scripture Readings 
 

Genesis 1:1-13 

Numbers 24:2-3, 5-9, 17-18 

Micah 4:6-7; 5:2-4 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Jeremiah (Baruch 3:35-4:4) 

Daniel 2:31-36, 44-45 

Isaiah 9:6-7 

Isaiah 7:10-16; 8:1-4, 9-10 

John 20:1-10 

Galatians 3:15-22 

Luke 2:1-20 

Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-

40 

Matthew 1:1-25 

Clergy 

Father Philip Lashbrook, Priest 

Fr. Deacon Raphael (Gary Fadil), 

Deacon 

Readers 

Glenn Alexander McCroskery  

Jerry Columba Roberts 

Altar Servers 

Eli Attalah 

Nathanael Fadil 

Jay Gabriel Faust 

Glenn Alexander McCroskery 

David Mykut 

Joseph Mykut 

Blain Seraphim Perkins 

Jerry Columba Roberts 

Choir 

Mat. Rebecca Lashbrook 

Rick Gregory Boudreau 

Don Patrick Daily 

Lisa Fadil 

Hannah Fadil 

Sarah Fadil 

Arlen Peter Hartman 

Shirley Mary Hartman 

Jenny Eugenia Trusty 

Michael Trusty 

 

Parish Council 

Carmen Roberts, President 

Dawn Mykut, Vice President 

Arlen George Hartman, Treasurer 

Roukoz Elias Atallah, Secretary 

Fr. Deacon Raphael (Gary Fadil), 

Member-at-large 

Announcements 

 We thank you for attending St. Thomas today. If this is your first time in an 

Orthodox Church, you may find the Liturgy books at the entrance of the nave 

helpful for following along (just ask if you feel a little lost!). Sometimes, simply 

maintaining a worshipful presence, open to the Holy Spirit, is a good way to start. 

 After Divine Liturgy, please join us in the back for coffee and conversation.  

If Orthodoxy is new to you, you may have lots of questions! We’ll do our best to 

help. During Holy Communion, non-Orthodox Christians are warmly welcome to 

seek a blessing from the priest, and/or partake of the blessed bread on the small 

table — if you’d like. The Eucharist in the Orthodox Church is intended for those 

who have been educated in, and accepted, the beliefs and practices of the Ortho-

dox Christian Faith, and who have been baptized and/or chrismated into that 

Faith. We would not impose on you any profession of belief (through Communion 

or any other practice) with which you may not agree or feel comfortable. 
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Welcome, Visitors! 

For more details, please visit the Upcoming Events/Service 

Schedule page on our blog. 

WORSHIP 

Sat. 12/23 @   6:00 pm Great Vespers 

Sun. 12/24 @ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Sun. 12/24 @ 11:00 pm Nativity Divine Liturgy 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

Sat. 1/6 @ ~ 7:00 pm — The blessing of waters for  

Theophany will follow Great Vespers 

Sun. 1/7 @ 10:00 am Theophany Divine Liturgy 

 

St. Thomas Christmas Party on 12/28 

St. Thomas Christmas Party and gift exchange will be held 

on Thur. 12/28 @ 6:00 pm @ the Lashbrooks'. Please let 

Fr. Philip and Matushka know if you will attend, so they can 

plan accordingly. 

 

St. Thomas Annual Parish meeting on 1/28/18 

St. Thomas Annual Parish meeting will take place after 

Divine Liturgy and the following Pitch-in on Sun. 1/28/18. 

 

Parish Council Vacancies 

Arlen's and Roukus’s terms on the parish council end this 

year, so please consider serving on the parish council for 

the next two years. Someone willing to be treasurer is  

specifically needed. 

Offering to Help Delegates from Alaska and Mexico 

Bishop Paul has asked that we take up an offering to help 

with delegates from Alaska and Mexico to attend the up-

coming All American Council in St Louis this summer. 

Please read his letter for more specifics. 

 

Birthdays 

12/26  Joshua Hodges  

12/28  Arlen Hartman  

12/28  Jennifer Trusty  

 

Name Days 

12/24  Jennifer Trusty (St. Eugenia) 

12/27  Hal White (St. Stephen)  

 

Kyle Hartman’s Address in Kuwait 

Kyle Hartman would enjoy hearing from his St. Thomas 

family while he is stationed in Kuwait. His address is: 

CW3 Kyle Hartman 

B-229th, AVN R6T 

Unit 61443 

APO AE, 09855 

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2017/12/24
https://oca.org/saints/lives/2017/12/24
https://oca.org/readings/daily/2017/12/24
https://oca.org/readings/daily/2017/12/17
http://orthodoxkokomo.wordpress.com/about/upcoming-events
http://orthodoxkokomo.wordpress.com/about/upcoming-events
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29th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. Eve of the Nativity of Christ. 

Tone 4  Troparion  (Resurrection) 
When the women Disciples of the Lord 
learned from the Angel the joyous message of the Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curse 
and elatedly told the Apostles: 
“Death is overthrown! 
Christ God is risen,// 
granting the world great mercy!” 
 

Tone 2  Troparion  (Fathers) 
Great are the accomplishments of faith, 
for the three Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames as 
 though in the waters of rest; 
and the Prophet Daniel appeared 
a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep.// 
So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls! 
 

Tone 4  Troparion (Forefeast) 
Mary was of David’s seed, 
so she went with Joseph to register in Bethlehem. 
She bore in her womb the Fruit not sown by man. 
The time for the birth was at hand. 
Since there was no room at the inn, 
the cave became a beautiful palace for the Queen.// 
Christ is born, raising up the image that fell of old. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Tone 1  Kontakion  (Fathers) 
Rejoice, O Bethlehem!  Prepare yourself, O Ephratha! 
The Lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she  
 carries in her womb. 
The God-bearing Forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him, 
and with the shepherds, they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him. 
 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.  
 

Tone 3  Kontakion  (Forefeast) 
Today the Virgin comes to the cave 
to give birth to the Eternal Word. 
Hear the glad tidings and rejoice, O universe! 
Glorify with the Angels and the shepherds 
the Eternal God, Who is willing to appear as a little child! 
 

Tone 4  Prokeimenon  (Song of the Fathers) 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glori-
fied is Your name forever! (Song of the three Holy Youths, v. 2) 
v: For You are just in all that You have done to us. (v. 3) 
 
 

Epistle (NKJV): 
Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 (Sunday before Nativity) 

 

 11:9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, 

dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same  

promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder 

and maker is God.  

 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 

who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it 

was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able 

to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a  

figurative sense. 

 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 

 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of  

Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 

 22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure 

of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. 

 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his 

parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of 

the king’s command. 

 11:32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of 

Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and 

the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, 

obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of 

fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became 

valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received 

their dead raised to life again. 

 Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain 

a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, 

and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 

were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins 

and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— 38 of whom the world 

was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves 

of the earth. 

 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did 

not receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better for us, that 

they should not be made perfect apart from us. 
 

Tone 4  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
v: We have heard with our ears, O God, for our fathers have told us. (Ps 43/44:1) 
v: For You have saved us from them that oppose us, and have put to shame them that hate us. (Ps 

43/44:7) 
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Gospel (NKJV):  
Matthew 1:1-25 (Sunday before the Nativity) 

 

 1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 

 2 Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his Brothers. 

3 Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4 Ram 

begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salmon begot 

Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse begot David the king. 

 David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon begot 

Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. 8 Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat 

begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. 9 Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz  

begot Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot  

Josiah. 11 Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to  

Babylon. 

 12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot 

Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. 14 Azor 

begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 15 Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot 

Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 16 And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 

was born Jesus who is called Christ. 

 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David 

until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until 

the Christ are fourteen generations. 

 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed 

to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph 

her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to 

put her away secretly. 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a 

Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

 22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall 

call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 

 24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him 

and took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn 

Son. And he called His name Jesus. 

 
 
Communion Hymns 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps 32/33:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



 

 
2017 Nativity Message of His Grace, Bishop Paul 

 

Beloved Clergy, Monastics and Faithful of the Diocese of the Midwest, 

 

I am not particularly happy to admit it, but, I love watching TV shows on my computer, usually the three 

major networks. I recently watched the Christmas episode of the TV show Bull, which had the corny 

plotline of a daughter who wanted to “divorce” her father because he was too busy with his job, and was 

neglectful. The father had a nanny take care of her, and he would come home at early hours in the morning 

because of his work. The mother had died several years before. This is why the father immersed himself in 

his job even more—as way of coping with her death. Well, by the end of the show, the dad became more 

human, and repented of his poor behavior towards his daughter. They reconciled in a way that was  

touching, and left me crying. What? A bishop who cries over a corny plotline? What gives? Well, this corny 

plotline reminded me of some words of St. Gregory the Theologian on the Incarnation: 

 

On the other hand, for us He (the Son of God) later comes into being, that the One Who has given us being 

might also grant us well-being; or rather that, as we fell from well-being through evil, He might bring us 

back again to Himself through incarnation. 

  

The story that plays out in the above plotline of Bull is the story of many of us. We find ourselves alienated 

from our Maker, from our loved ones, our friends, our spouses and children and people in general. In our 

pursuit of the self-centered idols of this world—financial security, wealth, the good life, and worldly 

knowledge—we have lost sight of what it means to be a human being made in God’s image and called to 

grow into His likeness. The Incarnation of the Lord, in which God becomes man, is the answer to this  

alienation and estrangement. 

 

Come to the Cave where Christ is born, and see what it means to be a human being! As we ponder who we 

are, in coming to know this newborn child, it will teach us something about what we mean to each other. 

God becomes man to show us the way of self-emptying love that will take Him to a Cross. It is this Cross 

that will take a heart of stone and make it into heart of flesh. This is what happened to the girl and her  

father in the corny plotline. May we embrace that corny plotline and see it fulfilled in us as we enter the 

Cave to ponder this great mystery that is set before us. 

 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

 

With love in Christ, the unworthy Paul 

Bishop of Chicago and the Midwest 
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