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Virgin Martyrs Agape, Irene and Chionia, in Illyria (304). Martyrs Leonidas, Chariessa, 

Nice (Nika, Victoria), Galina, Calista (Calisa), Nunechia, Basilissa, Theodora, and Irene, 

of Corinth (258). Monk Martyr Christopher of Dionysiou (Mt. Athos—1818). Hieromartyr 

Nicetas. The Weeping “IL’INSKO-CHERNIGOV” (1658) and the TAMBOV Icons of the 

Theotokos (1658).  
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Sunday, April 16, 2017 

No doubt about it! 

Witnessing  ancient 

Christianity in the 

modern world since 

1994. 
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Announcements 

 We thank you for attending St. Thomas today. If this is your first time in an 

Orthodox Church, you may find the Liturgy books at the entrance of the nave 

helpful for following along (just ask if you feel a little lost!). Sometimes, simply 

maintaining a worshipful presence, open to the Holy Spirit, is a good way to start. 

 After Divine Liturgy, please join us in the back for coffee and conversation.  

If Orthodoxy is new to you, you may have lots of questions! We’ll do our best to 

help. During Holy Communion, non-Orthodox Christians are warmly welcome 

to seek a blessing from the priest, and/or partake of the blessed bread on the 

small table — if you’d like. The Eucharist in the Orthodox Church is intended for 

those who have been educated in, and accepted, the beliefs and practices of the 

Orthodox Christian Faith, and who have been baptized and/or chrismated into 

that Faith.  We would not impose on you any profession of belief (through Com-

munion or any other practice) with which you may not agree or feel comfortable. 
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Welcome, Visitors! 

For more details, please visit the Upcoming Events/Service 

Schedule page on our blog. 

WORSHIP 

Sat. 4/15  @  9:30 AM  Vesperal Liturgy with 15 Old 

         Testament readings 

Sat. 4/15  @  11:00 PM Holy Saturday -- Paschal 

          Service 

Sun. 4/16  @  12:00 PM Holy Paschal Vespers  

 

 

Name Days 
4/16  Annie Daily (Anastasia) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paschal Cookout @ the Lashbrooks’ 

The traditional Paschal cookout at the Lashbrooks’ (207 

Breezy Ln, Kokomo, IN) will follow the Holy Paschal Ves-

pers on 4/16. Please bring a dish to share and anything 

special you would like on the grill. 

 
 

Mowing 
There is a signup sheet  for lawn moving on the white 
board in the fellowship hall. St. Thomas has a push mow-
er at the church, and mowing takes about 30 minutes or 
less. For further details, see, text, or call Jay Faust (765) 
434-1063. 

http://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/04/17
https://oca.org/saints/lives/2017/04/16
https://oca.org/saints/lives/2017/04/16
https://oca.org/readings/daily/2017/04/16
http://orthodoxkokomo.wordpress.com/about/upcoming-events
http://orthodoxkokomo.wordpress.com/about/upcoming-events
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Holy Pascha— The Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Epistle (NKJV):  
Acts 1:1-8 

 1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 until the 

day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles 

whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible 

proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

 4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 

to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized 

with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they 

had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own au-

thority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

Gospel (NKJV):  
John 1:1-17 

 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the begin-

ning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend 

it. 

 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the 

Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That 

was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 

 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to 

His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become chil-

dren of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 

of man, but of God. 

 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 15 John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is pre-

ferred before me, for He was before me.’” 

 16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

The Paschal Sermon 
Saint John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople 

 

 If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast. If any man be a 

wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now 

receive his recompense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If any 

have come at the third hour, let him with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let 

him have no misgivings; because he shall in nowise be deprived thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth 

hour, let him draw near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, also, be not 

alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives 

rest unto him who comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the first hour. 

 And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one he gives, and upon the other 

he bestows gifts. And he both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises 

the offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and 

likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the 

day. Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden; 

feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away. 

 Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. Let no one bewail his poverty, 

for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth 

from the grave. Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has 

annihilated it. By descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. 

And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower re-

gions. It was embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it 

was slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a 

body, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell 

upon the unseen. 

 O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. 

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. 

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the 

first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Troparion  (Pascha) 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling down death by death, 
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!   

Paschal Greetings and Responses 

English Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 

Greek  Christos anesti Alethos anesti  

Slavonic Hristos vosskresse  vo iss-ti-nou vosskresse 

Romanian Hristos a-înviat  adevărat a-înviat 

Arabic  Al'Masiah qam  haqqan qam 


