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Fr. Philip Lashbrook, Rector 

27th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—Tone 2. The Nativity of Our 

Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ.  
The Nativity according to the flesh of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. The 

Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar. Commemoration of the 

Shepherds in Bethlehem who were watching their flocks, and went to see the Lord. 

Priestmonk Jonah the Martyr of Pechenga (1590).  
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Sunday, December 25, 2016 

No doubt about it! 

Witnessing  ancient 

Christianity in the 

modern world since 

1994. 

This week’s bulletin: 

Liturgical Music 

Epistle & Gospel   

2-3 

Welcome! 

Announcements

4 

Scripture Readings 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Clergy 

Father Philip Lashbrook, Priest 

Fr. Deacon Raphael (Gary Fadil), 

Deacon 

Readers 

Glenn Alexander McCroskery  

Jerry Columba Roberts 

Altar Servers 

Eli Attalah 

Nathanael Fadil 

Jay Gabriel Faust 

Glenn Alexander McCroskery 

David Mykut 

Joseph Mykut 

Blain Seraphim Perkins 

Jerry Columba Roberts 

Choir 

Mat. Rebecca Lashbrook 

Rick Gregory Boudreau 

Don Patrick Daily 

Lisa Fadil 

Hannah Fadil 

Sarah Fadil 

Arlen Peter Hartman 

Shirley Mary Hartman 

Jenny Eugenia Trusty 

Michael Trusty 

 

Parish Council 

Jay Gabriel Faust , President 

Glenn Alexander McCroskery, Vice 

President 

Arlen George Hartman, Treasurer 

Roukoz Elias Atallah, Secretary 

Fr. Deacon Raphael (Gary Fadil), 

Member-at-large 

Announcements 

 We thank you for attending St. Thomas today. If this is your first time in an 

Orthodox Church, you may find the Liturgy books at the entrance of the nave 

helpful for following along (just ask if you feel a little lost!). Sometimes, simply 

maintaining a worshipful presence, open to the Holy Spirit, is a good way to start. 

 After Divine Liturgy, please join us in the back for coffee and conversation.  

If Orthodoxy is new to you, you may have lots of questions! We’ll do our best to 

help. During Holy Communion, non-Orthodox Christians are warmly welcome to 

seek a blessing from the priest, and/or partake of the blessed bread on the small 

table — if you’d like. The Eucharist in the Orthodox Church is intended for those 

who have been educated in, and accepted, the beliefs and practices of the Ortho-

dox Christian Faith, and who have been baptized and/or chrismated into that 

Faith. We would not impose on you any profession of belief (through Communion 

or any other practice) with which you may not agree or feel comfortable. 
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Welcome, Visitors! 

For more details, please visit the Upcoming Events/Service 

Schedule page on our blog. 

WORSHIP 

Sat. 12/24 — No Great Vespers 

Sat. 12/24 @ 11:00 PM Nativity Divine Liturgy 

Sun. 12/25 — No Divine Liturgy 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

Sat. 12/31 — No Great Vespers 

Sun. 1/1 @ 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Thurs. 1/5 @ 6:00 pm Vesperal Liturgy for Theophany, 

blessing of the waters 

Sat. 1/7 @ 6:00pm Great Vespers 

Sun. 1/8 @ 9:00 am Liam Baptism & Ashley Chrismation 

Sun. 1/8 @ 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

Birthdays 
12/26  Joshua Hodges 

12/28  Arlen Hartman 

12/28  Jennifer Trusty 

 

Name Days 
12/26  Josef Conner (St. Joseph the Betrothed) 

12/27  Stephanie Atallah (St. Stephen) 

12/27  Hal White (St. Stephen) 

 
 
 
 

St. Thomas Annual Christmas Party  
St. Thomas will hold its annual Christmas Party on Wed., 
Dec. 28 at 6:00 PM at the Lashbrooks’ house. Please 
bring a side dish and a $10.00 gift for the gift exchange  
 
Sanctity of Life Weekend Event with Fr. Josiah  
Trenham  
St. George Orthodox Church (10748 E 116th St, Fishers, 

IN) will host a Weekend of Reflection with Fr. Josiah  

Trenham on the Sanctity of Life and the Family on Sat., Jan. 21 

& Sun., Jan 22, 2017. A freewill offering of  

diapers or layettes and baby clothing (onesies and sleepers) in 

sizes newborn to one year is requested. RSVP to 

<luchie.james@att.net> to ensure an accurate count for the 

luncheon. 

Schedule of Events: 

Sat. 1/21 @ St. George 

10:00 AM  — Divine Liturgy with Fr. Josiah, homilist   

11:45 AM  — Free Luncheon and Fellowship        

1:00 PM  —  Ashanin Lecture on the sanctity of life and the 

family, incorporating the works of St. John Chrysostom 

2:00 PM — Break  

2:30 PM — A Roman Catholic and Evangelical response, fol-

lowed by question and answer session                               

5:00 PM — Vespers 

Sun. 1/22 

9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy at Joy of All Who Sorrow  

Orthodox Church (1516 N. Delaware St., Indianapolis, IN) 

2:30 PM — Memorial Service for the Unborn at the War Memori-

al on Michigan and Meridian Sts., downtown Indy.  

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/12/25
https://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/12/25
https://oca.org/readings/daily/2016/12/25
http://orthodoxkokomo.wordpress.com/about/upcoming-events
http://orthodoxkokomo.wordpress.com/about/upcoming-events
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27th Sunday After Pentecost — Tone 2. The Nativity of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Epistle (NKJV):  
Galatians 4:4-7 (Nativity) 

 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent 

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 

those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption 

as sons. 

 6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of 

His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba,  

Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

 

Gospel (NKJV):  
Matthew 2:1-12 (Nativity) 

 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to  

Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? 

For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 

 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusa-

lem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 

of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

 5 So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written 

by the prophet: 

 6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 

 For out of you shall come a Ruler 

 Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

 7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men,  

determined from them what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and 

when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and 

worship Him also.” 

 9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star 

which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood 

over where the young Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house, 

they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and  

worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented 

gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not 

return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. 

 

2016 Nativity Message of His Grace, Bishop Paul 

 

 “In this night of reconcilement let no man be wroth or gloomy; in this night that 

stills all, none that threatens or disturbs! This night belongs to the sweet One; bitter or 

harsh be in it none! In this night that is the meek One’s, high or haughty be in it none! In 

this day of pardoning let us not exact trespasses! In this day of gladnesses let us not spread 

sadnesses! In this day so sweet, let us not be harsh! In this day of peaceful rest, let us not 

be wrathful in it! In this day when God came to sinners, let not the righteous be in his 

mind uplifted over sinner! In this day in which there came the Lord of all unto the serv-

ants, let masters too condescend to their servants lovingly! In this day in which the Rich 

became poor for our sakes, let the rich man make the poor man share with him at his table. 

On this day to us came forth the Gift, although we asked it not! Let us therefore bestow 

alms on them that cry and beg of us. This is the day that opened for us a gate on high to 

our prayers. Let us open also gates to supplicants that have transgressed, and of us have 

asked forgiveness. Today the Lord of nature was against His nature changed; let it not to 

us be irksome to turn our evil wills. This is the day that gladdened them, the Prophets, 

Kings, and Priests, for in it were their words fulfilled, and thus were the whole of them 

indeed performed! Today Godhead sealed itself upon Manhood, that so with the God-

head’s stamp, Manhood might be adorned. The voice that of old Isaiah spoke, today be-

came reality. For the Virgin this day brought forth Immanuel in Bethlehem.” (Excerpt 

from 100 Stanzas on the Nativity by St. Ephrem the Syrian)  

 

Beloved Clergy, Monastics, and Laity of the Diocese of the Midwest, 

Christ is Born — Glorify Him! 

 

 As I ponder the above words from Saint Ephrem, it causes me to think that for 

many people the holiday season is not a happy time. Some people get depressed at this 

time of the year, and may even resent the “happy façade” in their mind that is presented 

by others. For some, there may be strife and conflict in family life, abuses of various kinds, 

marital divorce, or loss of loved ones around this time. 

 What I love in these words from Saint Ephrem is that he is saying much more than 

“gray skies are going to clear up, put on a happy face!” The Nativity of our Lord offers us 

the opportunity not of just being happy, but more so to be transformed. We can come to 

Our Lord Jesus Christ whether happy, sad, angry, depressed, full of strife of various types, 

or powerless over some addiction that plagues us and begin this process of transformation 

one day at a time. Saint Ephrem says, “Today the Lord of nature was against His nature 

changed, let it not to us be irksome to turn our evil wills.” So this feast day offers us the 

opportunity to not just hide from what is wrong in our lives and act as if we are happy, 

but to face what is not right in our lives, with the hope that what is impossible with man is 

possible with God. 
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 Saint Ephrem’s words also show that when our Lord meets us where we are, it will 

change the way we interact with those around us. Many of us might be unhappy about our cir-

cumstances, wishing that someone else or something else (apart from us) needs to change. The 

words above tell us we have a greater chance of changing others or our circumstances by first 

changing ourselves. 

 Bethlehem has opened Eden: come let us see! We have found joy in a secret place: 

come let us seize Paradise hidden in the cave! (Ikos from Nativity Canon) 

 Let us embark on this journey of seizing Paradise in this cave of joy where we find God 

become man. How can we ever become truly human in our life without knowing the Word that 

became flesh and dwelt among us? 

 So if anyone is depressed or in turmoil of some kind, enter into the cave where the 

Word has become flesh and surrender your will to His will; embrace Him as Lord and Savior; 

allow Him to lead you to His Holy Church where the process of healing can begin and continue. 

Through the prayers of our Holy Father Ephrem the Syrian, O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us! 

 

With Love in Christ, the unworthy 

+Paul 

Bishop of Chicago and the Midwest 

 

 


